
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.shepherdsarms.org.nz 

     June 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

 

 
OUR MISSION 

To provide children who are poor, orphaned or neglected with the experience of being loved, cared for, 

nurtured and brought up with the knowledge of God’s promised for them. 

Highlights in this issue: 

• End of school year and 
graduation 

• Martin’s message 

• Medical clinic updates 

• Summer activities 

• Visitors 

• Birthdays 

• Future projects 

• Prayer requests 

Welcome to the June 2019 Newsletter! 

Your generosity will enable us to 

continue our work.  Please contact us on 

how to make a difference by supporting 

us.  

New Zealand – Martin Lamb  

Mobile: +64-27-445-1806 

martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com 

Australia – Rizsa Albarracin  

Mobile: +61-424-722-449  

rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com 

 

 
Philippines – Gilda Tiempo  

Mobile: +63-906-546-2669 
glaolao@yahoo.com 

C  O  N  G  R  A  T  U  L  A  T  I  O  N  S! 

Another school year was done and dusted last April.  A number 
of our children have graduated from primary school, high and 
senior-high school. Many received awards and honours for 
academic excellence.  Our manager, Gilda Tiempo, also received 
recognition from the school for being an outstanding parent. 
We are very proud of them! Congratulations everyone! 

mailto:martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com?subject=SAF%20Newsletter%20Enquiry
mailto:rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com?subject=SAF%20Newsletter%20Enquiry
mailto:albarracin@humanitarianprojectsinc.com?subject=SAF%20Newsletter%20Inquiry
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                                                 A Message from Martin 
Another school year is about to start for the children after a long deserved holiday.  The children place a high 
value on their studies knowing the benefits of achieving good grades.  The previous academic year revealing 
just how committed they are in bringing home top awards in various disciplines.  
 
The credit must be shared with the tireless help of those caring for the children and the inspiration to take 
advantage of the opportunity given by the many supporters to dream big.  A big ‘thank you’ to all those who 
have made this possible.  We couldn’t do this without your sacrifice.  
 
‘There is no substance on earth more valuable than the tears of a Godly mother.’ 
 
As I look back over the years of Shepherds Arms Foundation I reflect on ways in which we could have improved 
what we do.  I guess every good parent has such moments where they see missed opportunities and wonder 
about the ‘what ifs’.  I’m thinking more about the few children that would be called ‘prodigals’.  Last week a 
woman nearing ninety years of age who had been a close friend of my late mother visited me.  She reminded 
me of the countless hours my mother had prayed with fervency and tears for her son who was no different 
than the above mentioned children who seemed to lose their way in life.  Her belief was that nagging would 
not improve the situation but only prayer would.  Her commitment encompassed the natural responsibilities of 
a parent and a faith in a God who would help her plight.  He did even though it took many years. 
 
Every child is different some with greater needs than others yet, at the heart of every problem is the problem 
of the heart. For those that believe in the value of committed prayer we would ask your support to uphold the 
children as a family or individually as many of them have lost their parents.   
 

                         Thank you - from all the team at the Shepherds Arms Foundation. 

April 22, 2019.  Over the Easter weekend, our 
volunteer dentist, Dr Alma Sara, from Albarando 
& Laboga Dental Clinic in Cebu City, conducted a 
free dental check – up.  This is the first time our 
doors opened to receive patients.  

May 26, 2019.  Last month, our volunteer 
paediatrician from Cebu City’s Saint Vincent 
General Hospital, Dr Celeste Cabahug Ceniza 
provided general health services to our 
children and the children from the nearby 
community. 

Although our supplies and equipment are still incomplete, our newly-constructed multipurpose 
medical clinic is now fully operational.  We are very blessed to see our vision of providing free basic 
health care to the disadvantaged community is slowly turning into reality.  Praise the Lord! 

Update – Medical Clinic  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The clinic will be used as a training ground for student eye doctors to improve their clinical skills and provide 
them with exposure to community service.  Behind this amazing partnership are Noeh Fernandez (newly-
appointed Dean of Southwestern University) and Rizsa.   Both share a passion to help the disadvantaged 
population by providing access to free eye care. They have been working together since 2011 conducting free 
eye check-ups and treatment in Bohol and remote parts of Cebu.  The free monthly eye clinic will be held every 
last weekend of each month.  

May 31, 2019.  To ensure the clinic’s 
sustainability, we signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the College of 
Optometry, Southwestern University – PHINMA, 
one of the most reputable universities in Cebu 
City.  In this MoU, the university commits to 
provide five trainee-clinicians and one licensed 
eye doctor to conduct monthly eye clinic (free to 
the public) for two years.   They also pledge 300 
pairs of eye glasses for the patients each year.  

Our staff took the children to their 
main summer outing to Sagbayan 
Peak.  They enjoyed wandering 
through the sculptures of animals 
and cartoon characters.  They also 
loved playing in their small 
waterpark and playground. 

Cleaning and gardening.  In addition to their assigned daily 
chores, the kids also helped with cleaning the backyard and 
gardening.  These are very important life skills. 

Summer holidays school program.  Well done 
to the staff for successfully organising the activities 
and for teaching the lessons.  The kids received 
recognition for their hard work. 

The children enjoyed their school break with an 
equal mix of fun activities and learning! 



 

Last month, we welcomed a 
number of local and 
international visitors. We 
thank El Ibo and company 
from Darwin, Australia for 
facilitating an art workshop 
during their visit and also 
for the useful donations.  

We also thank Mark Ward and 
Irish Restauro from the Rotary 
Club Caloundra (Queensland, 
Australia) for visiting us again and 
bringing in boxes of donated eye 
glasses for the medical clinic. 
These will be put to good use 
soon!  

    We are very grateful! 

Happy birthday to our April, May and June 
celebrants – Danica, Liesel, Apple, Blanche and 
Dave. 

We pray that your love will overflow and that you 
will keep on growing in knowledge and 
understanding, and that you may live pure and 
blameless lives. God bless you! 

We are in the process of planning to power our 
medical clinic and children’s home with solar energy.  
Solar power has long term benefits.  Not only can it 
reduce our power bills, but it can also teach the 
children and the community to care about our 
planet.  This is a very bold and ambitious plan 
because the solar panels are still very expensive in 
the Philippines. However, it is possible!   

We are also planning to build a modern piggery to 
raise the pigs in a humane way. Raising pigs is a good 
way to support the children’s home financially. 
Please get in touch with us if you wish to be part of 
this project. 

• Solar panels 

• Modern pig pens 

We’re always seeking ways to 
become self-sustainable! 

• Healing for our social worker’s husband, Ps Rey. 
• Healing for our dedicated supporter, Mike Kulig. 
• Good health for the management and children. 
• Continuous financial provision to allow us to care for the kids. 
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